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DE AMICITIA 

Las Huelgas s/ n. 28739 Gargantilla del Lozoya, Spain 

Tel.- +34 91 869 54 45  Cell.- + 34 655 25 47 09 Fax.- +34 91 869 54 26 

e-mail: deamicitia@ deamicitia.org               web: www.deamicitia.org 

  

I  INTERNATIONAL SPRINGWORKCAMP 

DE AMICITIA GARGANTILLA 

DATES: 27/3 tilL 6/04 

Nº OF VOLUNTEERS: 10 

LANGUAGE: Spanish & English 

CONTACT: Andrew (campleader) +34 658 724 328 

                            Nacho(organiser) + 34 655 25 47 09 

  

Dear participant, 

  

We are happy to send you the information about the 1st International Spring Workcamp organised by De Amicitia. This is a very special project and we want you to be motivated and ready to put your energy and enthusiasm into it. 

  

We would like to remind you, that De Amicitia and SCI are NOT an alternative travel agency and that we expect you to get involved with the activites. Therefore we expect from every volunteer a special amount of motivation, cooperation, flexibility and open-mindness! 

  

Our workcamps are based on self-organisation and self management and this is also what makes them unique and enriching! Please don’t expect the camp leaders (Andrew and Serena)  to organise everything for you, and remember that participants are asked to work and prepare tools and things at home, clean dishes and also to organise part of the activities that will be running during the event, so be ready to contribute with your own ideas and personallity. 

  

The project 


De Amicitia is an NGO located 80 km north on the mountains of Madrid. We promote rural development and an alternative environmental friendly life style. We also are a group of lawyers that give legal assistace to other environmental NGOs and  organise workcamps where an environmental conflict has occurred. We own a house in the countryside with solar panels and just about to transform it to an organic farm especially for honey bees, gardening and reforestations. We also hold meetings, small seminars and workshops. 

  

Gargantilla and Pinilla  have 350 inhabitants  but  at Easter and Summer the population swells thaks to people visiting from Madrid. 

De Amicitia has hired a land and wants to transform it into a 1 hectare farm. We want to plant native fruit trees, have native hens, have a serious production of honey with 50 hives and construct a green house for the production of native trees to prevent desertification. 

There is a danger that the ten farmers in the area will finish their activity soon and therefore there is a serious threaten that  the area and fields around can be used for urban  development. 


Work: 

To construct a watering system, wooden house, plant vegetables in the garden, finish the fence and much much more.  

  

  

Study: Playing Bee in Action/Sustainable lyfestyles workshop
  

Accommodation: Very basic accommodation (In the new office).  Good and warm sleeping bag strongly recommended.  Sleeping mats as well. 

Bring a torch if you have one.
  

Language: Spanish and English
  

Extra: No wheelchair accessibility. If required vegetarian food will be provided
  

  

Important features 

  

1st -    Participants are really asked to try their best if they speak Spanish to communicate with the locals. Creating a good atmosphere will be the key for workcamps in future!! 

  

2nd-    Leaving dates are flexible, so you can chose if to leave on the 5th or on the 6th of April. 

  

3rd-    Travelling around the town will be done in bicycles or in cars. 

  

4th -    It will be hot in the day and a bit chilly in the night. Be preapred to all wheather. 

  

5th..- You can check the result of last years workcamp in 

http://www.volintegration.eu/en/movies.html (2008) 

http://www.deamicitia.org/es/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=42&Itemid=45&lang=en 

6th.- Volunteers are asked to cook their own food. 

  

What to bring 

  

Sport shoes or trekking boots (we will be in the country side most of the time)  some old working clothes, sleeping bag and a flashlight. 

musical instruments, games, CD music or anything to share will also be very welcome. So do not hesitate to bring it. Don´t be lazy!!!!  CHOCOLATES AND FOODS from your country!!!! 

  

Free time 

It will depend a great deal on you own initiative. There are nice trekking possibilities and other trips tin the surrounding area. Bicycles will be available. Trips to Madrid may be organised. 

  

Travel instructions 

  

Gargantilla is a village 84 km north from Madrid. The only way to get there is by bus that departs from the Intercambiador at Plaza Castilla (Madrid). (Metro Plaza Castilla) 

  

Please choose one of the following busses: 

  

1st.- Bus  line number 191 from Madrid to Butrago.- Stop in Lozoyuela, infront of Bar Flores (2nd Stop in Lozoyuela). Departure at 13:00 at Intercambiador Plaza Castilla (Madrid). Arrival in Lozoyuela at 14:10. Price around 4,54 €. 

2nd.- Bus  line number 194 from Madrid To Rascafría.- Stop in El Tomillar. Departure at 18:00 at Intercambiador Plaza Castilla (Madrid). Arrival at El Tomillar at 19:50. Price around 5,24 €. 

  

  

We will pick you at any of these bus stops. If you don´t find anybody, please phone us.Take into consideration that the last bus will leave from Madrid at 22.00 pm, so plan your trip accordingly. 

  

Please, check timetables and prices at the following  website: 

http://www.ctm-madrid.es/servlet/RedTransServlet?xh_ACCION=0&xh_TIPO=8&CODPANTALLA=0&CODBOTON=106 

  

  

We are looking forward to host you in our workcamp! 

See you soon. Amities 

De Amicitia Team 
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